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AO 91 (Rev. 11/11) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUR Fag ¥ BRI

for the

Eastern District of Arkansas

United States of America )
v. )
Miles Caldwell g Case No
)
)
)
Defendant(s)
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT
I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
On or about the date(s) of November 16, 2023 in the county of Pulaski in the
Eastern District of Arkansas , the defendant(s) violated:
Code Section Offense Description
Title 18 U.S.C. Section 844(i) Arson

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

See Attached Affidavit

# Continued on the attached sheet.

Jsued by telephone pursuantto Rule .1and 41(d)3)
ofthe Federal Rules of Criminal Pocedure Conplainant’s sgnatre

Senior S.A. Shannon L. Hicks, ATF
Printed name and title

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.

Date: ”/2/0/23
/ ! U(Iudgz{'s signat
City and state: - K' / Aﬁ/ Honorable Jerome ¥ Kearney
[

Printed name and title
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
AN APPLICATION FOR A SEARCH WARRANT

I, Shannon L. Hicks, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND

1. I am an investigative or law enforcement officer of the United States, within the
meaning of Title 18, United States Code (USC) Section 2510(7) and am empowered by law to
conduct investigations of and to make arrests for offenses enumerated in Title 18, United States
Code (USC) Section 2516. I am a Senior Special Agent (SSA) and Certified Fire Investigator
(CFI) of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), assigned to the Little
Rock Field Office. I have been employed as an ATF Special Agent since September of 2000.
While at the ATF National Academy, I received extensive training in investigating federal
firearms, explosives, arson, and narcotics related violations, as well as surveillance, establishing
probable cause, and executing search and arrest warrants. Further, | am a member of
ATF’s National Response Team. Additionally, I was enrolled in graduate studies at Oklahoma
State University’s Arson, Explosives, Firearms and Toolmarks Investigation program from 2019
until 2022 and earned a graduate certificate in December 2022.

2. I have participated in numerous criminal investigations with ATF, as well as other
federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies relating to violations of federal laws involving
firearms, explosives, arson, and narcotics. Accordingly, I have been involved in the execution of
search warrants and arrest warrants pertaining to these offenses.

3. The facts in this affidavit come from personal observations, training and
experience, and information obtained from other law enforcement officers/fire investigators,
witnesses, and digital media. This affidavit is intended to establish probable cause and does not

set forth all of my knowledge about this matter. Based on my training and experience, and the
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facts as set forth in this affidavit, there is probable cause to believe that violations of 18 United
States Code § 844(i) — maliciously damaging or destroying, or attempting to damage or destroy,
by means of fire or an explosive, any building, vehicle, or other real or personal property used
in interstate or foreign commerce or in any activity affecting interstate or foreign commerce —
have been committed by Miles Andrew CALDWELL.

PROBABLE CAUSE

4. On or about November 16, 2023, at approximately 11:30 AM, Little Rock Fire
Department (LRFD) and Little Rock Police Department (LRPD) responded to a fire alarm at a
commercial structure, determined to be Little Rock Athletic Club (LRAC), located at 4610 Sam
Peck Road, Little Rock, AR 72223. Upon arrival, the presence of fire at the location was
confirmed, and additional units were dispatched.

5. Responding firefighters with LRFD Engine 16 reported that they were directed to
the location of the fire by two employees of the LRAC. Upon entering the structure on the north
side, firefighters observed the presence of a small amount of black smoke coming from the north
side entrance to the building. Firefighters grabbed fire extinguishers, donned self-contained
breathing apparatus, and entered the structure. Employees stated that they believed the building
had been evacuated. Fire was not immediately observed, but smoke was found to be present in a
first-floor bathroom as employees had indicated. The bathroom was later determined to be located
within feet of the childcare facility in the building.

6. LRFD Fire Marshal (FM) Melissa Peabody responded. Upon arrival, FM Peabody
took photographs of the outside of the building and spoke with LRFD Engine 16
Captain Lee Brandon, who directed her to the men’s restroom located on the first floor of the

building. She observed fire on the first level had been contained to this room. She noted that the
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CALDWELL then leaves the basketball court after just over four minutes and heads back down
the hallway past the daycare. He turns right past the daycare and presumably goes upstairs to start
the second fire in the men’s restroom, directly over the downstairs restroom he had already been
in. At approximately 1 minute and 5 seconds after CALDWELL goes upstairs, ladies in the tennis
hallway report starting to smell smoke, then smoke becomes visible. At the time the smoke is
observed, it had been approximately 5 minutes and 43 seconds since CALDWELL walked out of
the downstairs men’s restroom. At no point in the time from when CALDWELL Ileft the
downstairs men’s restroom to the time the smoke was first observed did anyone else enter that
restroom as observed on the video.

14. 10 Fitness personnel assisted the FMs in obtaining video surveillance footage and
examining the roster of members who had scanned into the center around the time of the fire. The
FMs reviewed portions of surveillance video from 10 Fitness and observed that an individual, later
identified as CALDWELL, was wearing the same clothes, shoes, and headphones as the suspect
from the LRAC fires was located on video. CALDWELL was seen as he entered the restroom and
no one else entered it until over one minute after he exited the bathroom. The fire was discovered
and reported quickly thereafter as smoke became visible entering the gym from the locker
room/bathroom area.

15. In total, CALDWELL was inside 10 Fitness for approximately five minutes. From
the camera footage I observed, he did not interact with any piece of gym equipment or otherwise
appear to have any “gym-related” reason to be present, other than to set a fire. CALDWELL then
remained in his vehicle for approximately 10 additional minutes. He did not depart the parking lot

until after LRFD Engine 16 arrives to respond to the fire.
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28.  Itis notable that CALDWELL set the more significant fire at LRAC within feet of
the daycare, which housed multiple small children, mostly toddlers, at the time of the fire, who
were clearly incapable of self-evacuation. Video surveillance captures CALDWELL walking
directly past the daycare facility and looking inside the glass, where multiple childcare providers
and toddlers were clearly visible after he set the fire in the first level men’s restroom. CALDWELL
then walked up to the second level, where he attempted to set two additional fires about the time
the alarm activated within the building and occupants began to evacuate.

CONCLUSION

30. Based on the foregoing facts, and in my training and experience, there is probable
cause to believe that, on or about November 16, 2023, in the Eastern District of Arkansas, Miles
Andrew CALDWELL, violated Title 18, United States Code, Section 844(i), by maliciously
damaging or destroying, or attempting to damage or destroy, by means of fire or an explosive, any
building, vehicle, or other real or personal property used in interstate or foreign commerce or in any

activity affecting interstate or foreign commerce.

Respectfully submitted,

Shannon L. Hicks, ATF S.S.A/C.F.I.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on November 16, 2023.

Honorable Jer@ T‘.’Keé\'ney, Unite tes Magistrate Judge
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